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5. Continental shelf.

5.1 Nature and scope of the sovereign rights of coastal
States over the continental shelf

5.2 Outer limit of the continental shelf: applicable criteria

Article 1

The term "continental shelf" comprises the sea-bed and subsoil of the submarine

" areas adjacent to the coast, continental or insular, but. outside. the area of the
territorial sea, the outer limit of which may be established Ly the coastal State

within the ... metre isobath; in areas where the ... metre isobath is situated at a
distance less than ... nauticel miles measured from the baselines from which the
territorial sea is measured, the outer limit of the continental shelf may be established
by the coastal State by a line every point of which is at a distance from the nearest
point of the said baselines not exceeding ... nautical miles.

Article 2

The provisions applicable for the determination of the continental shelfﬂof a
State are as a general rule applicable to its islaends.

Article 3

Tn areas where there is no continental shelf, the coastal State may have the same
rights in respect of the sea-bed as in respect of the continental shelf, within the
limits provided for in article 1.

Article b

1. The coastal State exercises over the continental shelf sovereign rights for the
purpose of exploring it and exploiting its natural resources. i S

2. The rights referred to in paragraph 1 of this article are exclusive in the sense
that if the coastal State does not explore the continental shelf or exploit its natursl
resources, no one may undertake these activities, or make a claim to the continental
shelf, without the express consent of the coastal State.
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3. .The rights of the coastal State over the continental shelf do not depend on
occupation, effective or notional, or on any declaration or proclamation.
Article 5
No State shall by reason of this Convention claim or exercise rights over the
continental shelf of another State over which this State had under existing conventional

law immediately before the coming into force of this Convention sovereign rights for the
purpose of exploring it or exploiting its natural resources.

5.3 Question of the delimitation between States; verious aspects involved

Article 6

1. Where the coasts of two or more States are adjacent or opposite to each other, the
delimitation of the continental shelf boundaries shall be determined by agreement among
themselves.

2. Failing such agreement, no State is entitled to extend its sovereignty over the
continental shelf beyond the median line every point of which is equidistant from the
nearest points of thc baselines, continental or incular, from which the breedth of the
continental shelf of each of the two States is measured.

5.4 Natural resources of the continental shelf

Article T
The netural resources include the mineral and other non-living resources of the
sea-bed and subsoil together with living vegetedle organi<ms and animals belonging to
sedentary species. :
Article 8
A coastal State mer enact all necessar)y levs an? regulations for the effective

management of its continental shelf.

5.5 Régiue for water superjacent to thes continzntal shelf

Article 9

The rights of the coastal State over the continental sheif do not affect the legal
régime of the superjacent waters or air space.

Article 10

The normal nevigation and overflight on and in the air space above the superjacent
waters of the continental shelf by ships and aircraft of all States shall not be
prejudiced.
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5.6 Secientific research

Article 11

Tt is for the coastal State to authorize geientific research activities on tae
continental shelf; it is entitled to participate in them and to be informed of the
results thereof. In such regulations as the coactal State may issue on the matter,
the desirability of promoting and facilitating such sctivities shall be taken

especially into account.
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